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Michigan Reading Association

A Position Paper on Secondary Reading
An increased demand for higher levels of literacy in today's society has focused the nation's
attention on education. This attention has prompted communities to take a close look at their
educational institutions and their academic curricula. Evaluation of the typical secondary
reading curriculum has created several concerns. 1) Reading strategies are often taught in
isolation and seldom related to content materials. 2) Very little comprehension instruction
beyond the literal level occurs in reading classes. 3) When reading courses are offered on the
secondary level, they are usually at the remedial level. 4) Secondary reading is seldom given a
very high priority in most districts.
Research indicates that reading is a complex process which requires interaction between the
reader, instructional text and context of instruction.Text structure becomes increasingly complex
as a student continues through school. Many students lack the learning strategies necessary to
complete tasks that require integration of language processes and high level thinking skills.
Reading instruction is a necessary component of the secondary curriculum so that students
receive instruction in the learning strategies needed to become independent learners.
A secondary reading program designed to provide students with the strategies necessary to
be independent learners in a complex technical society:
1. emphasizes the connection between cognitive process and content comprehension by
approaching reading instruction as learning instruction
2. emphasizes the importance of an interactive teaching model as a basis for achieving
interaction between the student, instructional text and context of instruction
3. emphasizes the importance of integrating all language processes in content
instruction
4. strives to establish a literate environment where students find pleasure in reading for
information and enjoyment
5. demonstrates that reading/learning instruction has a priority in the district by funding
a budget which provides for an adequate number of trained personnel, ongoing staff
development, and a procedure for both formal and informal assessment.

Recommendations
Based on current research and the concerns of secondary educators about the level of
literacy achieved by students, the Michigan Reading Association has identified the following
characteristics of a quality secondary reading program.
I. The school district insures that its reading philosophy, goals and objectives address the
needs of secondary students as well as elementary students. Its philosophy is guided by a concern
to guarantee all students an opportunity to achieve the higher level of literacy demanded in
today's technologically advanced society. Students are trained as independent learners who can
enter the job market prepared with the learning skills necessary to succeed in the every-changing
demands of the modern work world. Students are also provided reading instruction which helps
them formulate a sense of their individual identities and an appreciation for their culture. Their
reading experience promotes the decision making skills needed to function effectively both
socially and politically in the democratic society in which they live.
II. Students are offered reading/learning instruction throughout their secondary education.
In addition to remedial classes, developmental and advanced courses are available to students
who need further instruction in higher level learning strategies and thinking skills.
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Since learning to read is a lifelong process, students are provided continuous instruction suited to
their developmental level and the difficulty of instructional text.
Ill. Content courses incorporate reading/learning instruction. Although primary emphasis is
given to content instruction, all teachers incorporate reading/learning process instruction into
their lessons because research shows that greater comprehension, longer retention and clearer
integration of content occurs when teachers utilize their knowledge of the reading process while
planning instruction.
IV. Instructional strategies utilized an interactive teaching model so that students become
actively involved with the text they are studying and the environment in which the instruction
occurs. A variety of real text, including examples of both expository and narrative, are provided
during instructional activities.
V. Reading skills are integrated with other language processes. Reading, writing, speaking
and listening are utilized to reinforce the learning processes inherent in all content instruction
and comprehension.
VI. In order to maintain an effective secondary reading program, the district makes a
commitment to employ reading professionals, prepared to fulfill the guidelines described in the
1988 Standards in Reading adopted by the Michigan Reading Association. The district's
program provides the variety of services required to implement successfully the goals and
objectives established by its reading philosophy. If needed, the district employs a reading
coordinator who oversees the district's reading program, a reading consultant who trains
content teachers, and reading teachers who provide supplemental, specialized reading
instruction for students who need more reading/learning instruction than can be included in
content classes.
VI I. In addition to maintaining a staff of wel I trained reading professionals, the district commits
resources to a thorough, ongoing staff development plan that encourages teachers to pursue
methods for helping students learn and implement effective reading/learning strategies. Content
teachers are trained in strategies that help students process complex reading material and apply
it to their instructional context. Content teachers are prepared to help students activate prior
knowledge, use metacognitive skills, provide adequate schema for organization, focus student
attention before, during and after reading, use purpose setting as a guide to learning, and
integrate all language processes.
VIII. The district provides an environment which fosters a positive attitude toward reading and
has as its goal the creation of lifelong readers. District personnel promote reading as a
pleasurable activity that extends personal knowledge and provides a basis for effective decision
making.
IX. The district has an assessment plan which is consistent with the goals of an interactive
model for reading instruction. It includes both formal and ongoing informal assessment, using
content material taken from real text, as opposed to contrived text. Assessment is used to plan
individual student learning programs, and it is also used as formative evaluation for the district's
reading program.
X. The district makes a commitment to secondary reading instruction and demonstrates its
priority by establishing a secondary reading budget.
Instituting reading/learning instruction across the curriculum in the secondary program is a
crucial step toward creating the literate, independent learner on which society is built.

1988-89 Committee: Members of the Michigan Secondary Reading Interest Council.
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ORDER FORM
Name of
Person Ordering
Title _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

~

School Name
Street Address
City _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ Zip _ __

Reading

Telephone

•

\----+------------

To speed the process of ordering, please follow these steps:
l. Indicate quantity of each item you desire
2. Enclose your check or money order for the correct amount
3. Send to: Michigan Reading Association
P.O. Box 7509
Grand Rapids, Ml 49510
The following Michigan Reading Association publications are available for purchase. All orders must be PREPAID.

Association

~

QTY.

DESCRIPTION

UNIT
PRICE

FLIPCHARTS*
____ What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher about Reading
____ What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher about Reading

For the Second Language learner

s1.50
s1.50

____ What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher about Reading

For the Compensatory Education Learner
____ New Decisions about Reading: Instruction

s1.50
5
1.50

POSITION PAPERS (Quantity Discount - sl0.00/100)

NEW
NEW

____
____
____
____

Literacy Statements for the State of Michigan
Reading and the Limited English Profa:ient Student
Reading Redefined: A Michigan Reading Association Position Paper
Advocating a Comprehensive Reading Program at the Secondary
Level (available Spring, 1989)
____ A Position Statement on Early Childhood Reading: Ages 0-8
____ Guidelines for Evaluating Reading Software (revised)
____ Using Computers in Reading Instruction

s .50
s .50
s .50
s
s
s
s

.50
.50
.50
.50

MARCH IS READING MONTH
NEW
NEW

____ Michigan Readers in Action
____ Reading Month Activity Packet: Set 3 Elementary (available 12/88)
____ Reading Month Activity Packet: Set 4 Secondary (available 12/88)

NEW

____
____
____
____
____

5

3.00
3.00
5
3.00
5

PARENT PAMPHLETS (Quantity discount 55.00/SO)
Building your Child's Study Skills
Parents: Help your Child to Read Better
Shared Shopping
Let's Talk about Reading
Unlocking the Michigan Definition of Reading for Parents

s .25
s .25
5
.25
s .25
5
.25

PUBLICATIONS*
NEW
NEW
NEW

____ Michigan Secondary Reading Programs & Analysis
____ 1988 Standards in Reading
____ Implications of the Michigan Definition of Reading for Quality
EARLY CHILDHOOD Programs: 0-8
____ Computers in the Reading Program (Revised)
____ State of Reading: Basals (Bookmarks)
____ Young Authors (Please indicate year - 84, 86, 88
____ MRA Journal (Indicate year, volume)

*Quantity Discounts Available - Call {616) 731-5617

5

4.00
4.00

5

5

2.00
6.00
5
4.00
5
3.00
5
4.00
5

TOTAL
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Grow Professionally!
JoinMRA!

-

MRA Leads with

Purposes...
Activities .. .
People .. .
and YOU!
Questions regarding membership should be directed to
Kay Ralston
8503 N. 40th Street, Augusta, Michigan 49012
MICHIGAN READING ASSOCIATION
Membership Application
NAME------------------------------MAILING ADDRESS _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ STATE
CITY - - - - - - - - - - COUNTY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ZIP _ _ _ _ _ __
SCHOOL DISTRICT _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
POSITION _ _ _ __
IRA MEMBERS?

Yes

•

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ LEVEL _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
No D

MRA REGION _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
LOCAL COUNCIL MEMBER?
Yes •
No
Membership will be accepted at any time for twelve months.
Please check one :
Check one:
5 15.00
REGULAR
NEW MEMBER •
INSTITUTION
$15.00
RENEWAL
• PARENT
$7.50 (available to non-educators only)
5
STUDENT
8.00 (full -time undergraduates only)

•

•
•

•

•

College Attending _ _

_ _ __

_

_ __

_

Check No.
Date _ __

Faculty Signature

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM ALONG WITH YOUR REMITTANCE TO:
MEMBERSHIP, Michigan Reading Association, Box 7509, Grand Rapids, Ml 49510.
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Help teens and preteens
maintain the reading habit.

COMICS

To

A Parent'S Guide
to BooksJ,or
Teens ana Preteens

CLA$ICS
Arthca (Charlie) Recd
This special new book from the International Reading Association
gives parents and teachers alike valuable insights on ways to help teens
and preteens retain the reading habit. The book covers stages of adolescent development, techniques to help draw young people ages 10-20 into
reading, and ideas on locating appropriate books .
The heart of the book, however, is a booklist that briefly describes over 300
books for young people. These books are categorized by themes for easy
reference. Each listing includes a brief plot summary and a guide to age
range. The booklist includes the classics. but also emphasizes recent titles.
Help combat the tragedy of youngsters who can read but don't. Comics
to Classics offers ideas to encourage even reluctant readers to give books
a chance. It's a must for anyone who works with (or lives with) teens and
preteens.
Please send me _ _ copies of Comics to Classics: A Parent's Guide
to Books for Teens and Preteens. Published July 1988.
No. 798

D
D

128 pp.

US$8.95 Regular price

ISBN 0-87207-798-5

L

US$7.95 IRA member price

For faster delivery by UPS (1-3 weeks), add US$2.00

(UPS ORDERS

MUST INCLUDE A STREET ADDRESS FOR DELIVERY.)

Enclosed is my check payable to IRA for US$ _ _ _ __
FIRST NAME

I

IRA MEMBERSHIP"

LAST NAME

CITY

STREET ADDRESS
STATE/PROVINCE

I COUNTRY

POSTAL CODE

I

Ira

International Reading Association
800 Barksdale Road, PO Box 8139
Newark, DE 19714-8139, USA
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